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/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

By: Jim Farrell 

Itõs hard to put a price on the value of a good neighbour. Going back in history, even to the days of 
the initial exploration and settlement of Canada, we colonizers were often, initially, treated as good 
neighbours and taught to survive brutally long and cold winters and blistering hot and pest ôrichõ 
summers. Later, pioneering settlers relied on each other to clear land, build homes, barns, schools 
and churches and create communities. With growth comes change and much of this support now 
often falls to governments, but we all know, from our own communities, the value of a good 
neighbour. They are there to cut your grass or shovel your snow when you are away, to help you out 
during an ice storm and to keep you fully briefed on the latest local gossipêpriceless. So, what do 
you do when your great neighbour moves out and the one from hell moves inênext door? I guess 
we are going to find out!  

The special edition of Our Forest Woodlander (Ontario Woodlot Association (OWA) and Forests 
Canada) dedicated to forest history was published in winter 2024 and by all accounts was very well 
received and quite popular. I invite you all to come to our website to have a look. Special Forest 
History Issue of Our Forest/Woodlander magazine. This issue announced the first honourary lifetime 
member of the OWA, our founding President Ken Armson, who very sadly passed away on Dec 9, 
2024. KENNETH ARMSON Obituary (2024) - Toronto, ON - The Globe and Mail. FHO worked closely 
with the family in advising the forestry community and assisting with arrangements. We were well 
represented at Kenõs Celebration of Life on January 11, 2025, at Mt Pleasant Cemetery in Toronto and 
delivered a flower arrangement.  

After several months of planning and design work we now have a new standup FHO banner and 
associated pamphlets promoting the value of joining our organization. They had their coming out 
party at the February Forests Canada conference and were on display at the April Ontario 
Professional Foresters Association (OPFA) meeting in Hamilton. You can take a look at the banner in 
the article about the Forests Canada Conference Forest History Ontario at The Forestry Conference 
2025.  

Our Annual Meeting was held virtually on February 11 and included an excellent presentation by two 
researchers working on the Tembec storyêthe entire presentation is available on our website. Forest 
History Ontario Annual Meeting Recap 

Also in February, FHO was part of a national Canadian Institute of Forestry (CIF) webinar celebrating 
forest history; our contribution was a very abbreviated history of the Canadian Forest Service which 
celebrated 125 years last year. See the presentation here: https://youtu.be/koVnVqng_L4?
si=sGsK_hts20hbtsm-&t=172  

FHO moderated a very well attended session at the Forests Canada Conference on February 20 in 
Toronto. The session celebrated ten years of Women in Wood and panelists included Caroline Mach 

(recently retired Dufferin County Forest Manager and Editor of this erudite 
journal) and Lacey Rose, Renfrew County Forester. See link above for an 
overview of the session and A Recap of The Forest Conference | Forests 
Canada for a summary of the conference. 

Our most recent electronic newsletter is also available at https://
us21.campaign-archive.com/?
u=bb9ebd8640893dfe217060ee9&id=da11ee98d6 . Thank you, Amy 
Howitt. 

Several of our Sault Ste Marie members have been working with the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and partners to mark the 25

th
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anniversary of the establishment of the Millenium Forest on June 5, 2025. The forest demonstrates 
forest types in the Great Lakes and Boreal Forest Regions of Ontario. Stay tuned for more 
information on our website and in our newsletter at the date approaches.  

Planning is underway for our next FHO field tour on June 13 in the Dufferin County area and more 
details on the tour and how to register will be available and distributed shortly.  

For our members, readers, and supporters with woodlands affected by the spring ice storm in south-
central Ontario, our thoughts are with you, particularly if you also suffered through days with no 
hydro, cellphone and wi-fi service. Hopefully, your wait was not too long to have these restored, but 
the effects on many of these carefully stewarded woodlands will be evident for decades.  

I would like to thank all the authors and contributors to the spring 2025 issue of Forestory, 
particularly our dedicated and efficient editor Caroline Mach. As a volunteer organization we rely 
entirely on members to organize events, contribute articles and stories, and deliver activities and are 
very grateful for all their work and all members for their ongoing support. I again remind you that we 
have a very functional ôDONATEõ button on our website (Home) and encourage you to give it a whirl 
and renew if your membership has lapsed .  

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/forest.history.society.of.ontario 

(Continued from page 3) 

Save the Date! 
 
Forest History Ontario is presenting a forest history tour on 
June 13, 2025 in Dufferin County. We will be visiting County 
and private land properties and will see both plantations and 
natural forests. We will travel through some of the nicest 
scenery in southwestern Ontario with numerous hills and 
many expansive views. We look forward to showing you 
unique and hidden sites in Dufferin. Join us. Details coming 
soon! 

https://www.ontarioforesthistory.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/forest.history.society.of.ontario
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Editorõs Note: This article was originally published in Ontario Arborist, the magazine of ISA Ontario. 
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Andrew Hind is a writer and historian from Bradford, Ontario. He is the author of 35 non-fiction books, most recently Vintage 
Muskoka and Ghost Towns of Ontario's Cottage Country, and contributes to a range of periodicals. More of his work can be 
found in the Facebook group Exploring Ontario's Past and he can be followed on Instagram and @andrewhind73_  
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bŀǝǾŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ wƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘ 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ 

By: John Bacher 
 
Native Canadians played an important in 
changing attitudes towards forests in Ontario 
through their influence on an intellectual group 
of farm leaders active in the Ontario Fruit 
Growers Association. (OFGA). This great 
transformation took place between the visit of a 
delegation of the OFGA to the Chiefswood home 
of a Mohawk Confederacy Chief of the Wolf Clan, 
George Johnson in the summer of 1878, and his 
death there on February 19, 1884. 

Until Johnson shook up the OFGA in the last 
several years of his life while in his sixties, there 
was a disturbing consensus about the desirability 
among Euro-Canadians of rapid deforestation in 
what after Confederation in 1867, became known 
as the Province of Ontario. The prevailing attitude 
was well summed up by a pioneer 
conservationist, John Squair.  

John Squair was married to a daughter of the maternal grandfather, Edmund Prout, of Ontarioõs first 
forester, Edmund Zavitz. Prout owned a farm on the Oak Ridges Moraine, in Darlington Township, 
around Bowmanville. The extended family, including Zavitzõs mother, Dorothy, witnessed the 
desertification caused by deforestation there, which caused sand to blow into their homes, soiling 
food.  

Squair, who became a Professor of French at the University of Toronto, described the ecocidal 
attitude towards forests that he witnessed in his youth. He wrote that, òIn the beginning there was 
sometimes a feeling that a tree was rather an enemy rather than a friend; a thing to be rooted out 
and burnt up. The burning of the log-heaps in the evening after the dayõs logging was done was an 
occasion for rejoicing and passing around the whiskey jug. It might well have been a season of 
regrets.ó [1] 

The extended Prout-Squair family understood the economic value of forests. Squair wrote of how 
trees supported remarkable artisan wood craftsmen, who turned wood into beautiful products such 
as furniture. This cast of wood crafters disappeared along with the forests that provided their income. 
[2]  

Prout was awakened from the drunken stupor causing blindness to the folly of deforestation 
recorded by Squair, an uncle of Edmund Zavitz, through his involvement in the OFGA. Prout was an 
apple grower. He had an apple nursery and sold young trees to orchardists. Through his involvement 
in the OFGA Prout was involved in Johnsonõs refocusing of the organization. This was accomplished 
by its membersõ visits to Chiefswood and Johnsonõs presentations, accompanied by fellow Mohawk 
conservationists, to the OFGAõs annual meetings. 

The OFGA, founded in 1862, did not begin its role as a force for forest protection, until it had an 
intense debate at a Canada Day meeting held in Stratford in 1878. The debate was sparked by the 
reforestation success of a Mohawk Confederacy Chief, George Johnson. Before the OFGA was 

(Continued on page 8) 

Painting by John Bacher. 


